
Master Gardener Foundation Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2013 

Present:  Jody Burns, Sylvia McKenney, Nancy Forker, Pegi Groundwater, Kate Yturri, Judy Winer, Alice 
Deane, Karen Kuster, Marty Ahart 

The minutes from the Sept. 16, 2013 meeting were approved with minor corrections. 

Bylaws/Incorporation 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the bylaws with minor corrections.  All approved. A 
discussion was held on whether board members should be required to sign the bylaws. 

The articles of incorporation have been sent in to the Secretary of State and we are waiting to hear 
back. 

Other things ahead of us: 

501(c)(3) application to the IRS is the next to be taken up by the committee.  It is complicated, in that it 
requires historical and financial data.  The committee is meeting Oct. 24 at the Orcas Hotel.  The goal is 
to finalize this application by Jan. 1, 2014. 

We must register as a Washington non-profit.  This is not as complicated as the IRS application. 

We must secure liability insurance.  Jody recommends and will contact Islanders Insurance on SJI. 

We must create financial policies for the finance committee.  Pegi will work on this. 

We must draft a conflict of interest policy. 

Treasurer's Report 

Pegi supplied 3 reports to the board for the time period January through September 30, 2013:  

Profit and Loss, Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual, and Balance Sheet.   

Pegi will start the budget process for 2014 soon, contacting committee chairs for their input. 

MOA 

The MOA that we have been given is a boiler plate from WSU.  We are debating whether it assigns too 
much responsibility to the foundation for program development and execution.  Jody is going to a 
meeting next week that might clarify some of this.  The committee will look at the MOA and send out 
updates before the next meeting. 

Committees 

For the ballot in April, we need to decide who will have a 1 year, 2 year and 3 year term on the board. 
The purpose of this rotation is to maintain expertise as well as encourage new participation.  It was 
decided to recruit people for the nominating committee to establish the April ballot. 



Nancy agreed to be a part of the membership committee.  Pegi and Dolly will be on Finance committee. 

Spring Workshop-April 26 

Topics for the breakout sessions (3 sessions, 5 classes per session with possible repeats) were 
brainstormed from Kate's initial list of suggestions. 

Technology standards and equipment types were discussed, with Judy suggesting presenters send flash 
drives 2 weeks in advance to be preloaded on computers.  Securing student technology helpers was 
discussed.  Securing a technology sponsor such as Rock Island was discussed.   

NEXT MEETING: Second Tuesday January 2014. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Forker 

 

 

 

 


