
SJI Master Gardener Meeting, Wednesday, January 8, 2014 

@ 9:30 a.m. @ the Library 

Present: Tori B-H, Diana B, Jody B, Judy C, Theresa H, Megan J, Marilyn K, Ervine M, 

Pat R, Kristen R, Linda T 

Welcome back to Kris and her family. Kris served as meeting chair. 

Kris will provide coffee, tea and goodies at 9:15 a.m. on meeting days for those who 

wish to come early for treats and chats. 

Pat reminded members of last month’s resolution to run our meetings in a timely 

fashion, following an agenda based on old and new business. Meetings are scheduled 

for one hour only. 

Old Business 

Plant ID tags for Skagit Valley College landscaping: Pat R. procured a complete plant 

list for the landscape area. Randy, the director of the center, will have a work crew come 

in the spring to spruce the landscaping up before the tags are placed. This project is 

done in memory of Helen Venada, class of 2013, who started it as part of her intern 

hours. 

Children’s Festival, Saturday, May 3, 2014 under the project lead, Marty Ahart: Marty 

is looking for volunteers to help plant carrot seeds in February. Plantings will reside at 

Marty’s hoophouse at the community Garden on San Juan Valley Road. Last year 1000 

parents and kids attended this popular event. Theresa and Kristen volunteered to help. 

Kris will send an email to all members announcing the date of the planting,  in case any 

one else would like to help.   

Children’s Garden: Kristen met with Historical Museum director Kevin Loftus on 

January 7th. He is enthusiastic about this project and offered up three possible sites for 

the creation of a children’s garden. If we pursue this project, the next step will be to 

create a proposal and present it to the museum’s board. Megan, Judy, and Theresa 

volunteered to work with Kristen. Kris will send a broadcast email inviting interested 

members to contact Kristen. Kristen sees this as an interactive project that would 

regularly host events for children and parents. Perennials and vegetables, along with 

whimsy would make this garden a community delight. Next month, Kristen’s newly 

formed committee will report back about their site visit and their proposal plans. No 

funds have yet been committed.  

Holiday Gathering: Tori reported “It was fun!” Easy and relaxing, and she sees it as a 

prototype for December 2014. About twenty SJI MG gathered together to chat and 



socialize, and participate in a gift exchange. Tori said, “Sometimes we need to get 

together ‘just because.’” 

Richard Norris memorial plaque: Marilyn reported progress on this important 

placement. The plaque will be attached permanently to a large stone at the entrance to 

the demonstration garden, beside a flowering currant, Richard’s beloved plant species. 

Jody volunteered to peruse the large stones on her property to see if there is the perfect 

one. The variety of currant has not be firmly identified. Fiona will check Richard’s notes 

to see if she can discern which cultivar it is. Before the dedication of this memorial 

plaque, the surrounding area needs to be cleaned up, and the event planned. A motion 

was made by Judy and seconded by Tori, to allot up to $350.00 to complete this 

remembrance of Richard, a much loved master gardener and plantsman extraordinaire. 

Motion passed unanimously. It is hoped that the dedication can occur when the currant 

is in bloom.  

New Business 

Farmers Market: Marilyn will convene a new committee consisting of Ervine, Megan, 

Alice, Pat, and Kris. Their task will be to plan a refresher training for market day 

volunteers, discuss pros and cons of an earlier opening date for our crew’s presence,  

research the purchase of needed replacement items for the market crew (including a 

new table& chairs-Yay!), explore the possibility of storing MG equipment at the 

Brickworks,  etc. Ervine will present the committee’s report at the February meeting.  

Native Plant Sale: Jody, who is serving as consultant to first year chairman Jane 

Wentworth, reported that bundling day is Friday, March 28th and the sale is Saturday, 

March 29th, both at the main fair building. This a county wide MG project with 

volunteers from other islands helping. Many hands are needed for bundling work. The 

order form is on our webpage (six orders have been placed to date) and the publicity 

will begin in late January.  

Spring Gardening Workshop: is Saturday, April 26th at the Middle School on SJI. Plans 

are well underway. Kate Yturri has confirmed ten speakers to date. Subjects include 

beekeeping, flower growing, fruit tree care, and much more. Judy Winer will provide 

technical support for the event. Julia Turney is planning the on line registration, 

something new for us. Teddy Deane is the sound man. Jody suggested that we all visit 

Floretflowers.com  (it is beyond charming), the website of our keynote speaker.  Erin 

Benzakein is an organic commercial flower farmer who lives and farms outside Mt. 

Vernon. The next planning meeting for the workshop is scheduled for Thursday, 

January 23rd from 11:30- 2 p.m. at the Skagit Valley College community room. Anyone 

interested is welcome to attend.  



Dreamlist 2014: this agenda item was intended to spur ideas about how to best fulfill 

our community mission in an organized fashion while spending our dollars well.  

Support was heard for the Children’s Garden installation and the Farmers Market 

upgrades. Jody suggested we rename the Dreamlist “Strategic Planning” in 2015.  

Rose Pruning Workshop: Judy reported that Jenny and Barbara Prescott have 

graciously agreed to host the pruning demonstration this year at their lovely grounds 

on Bailer Hill Road. Lots of roses, and parking. It was decided to hold the third annual 

event on Saturday, March 8th. Kris will send a broadcast email inviting interested 

members to join Judy and Linda as they plan this hands on workshop.  

Meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 

Extras: 

Ervine reminded us that the Diagnostic Clinic will start its new year on Thursday, 

April 17th   9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Skagit college community room. A Train the Trainer 

training is planned for Monday, March 17th at 9 a.m. at the college community room. 

Please contact Ervine if interested.  

Kristen reminded us that she will be receiving three beehives with glass windows in 

the near future, and would offer one to the group for purchase if we desire. Cost is 

$350.plus $100. for the bees to inhabit it. It was thought to house it at the Demonstration 

Garden, but no decision was made.  

Next Meeting is Wednesday, February 12th at 9:30 at the Library. See you there. 

 

Minutes cheerfully submitted by Linda Thompson, January 10, 2014  

 

  


