
Master Gardeners Meeting, Wednesday, October 9, 2013 
@ the Library 

 
Present:  Lenore B, Diana B, Jody B, Alice D, Marilyn K, Bob L, Pat R, Linda T 
 
Alice reported that the Grange is hosting Kari Koski on Wednesday, October 16th at 
7p.m.  Kari will talk about the elixirs she creates from local island berries, herbs, and 
honey.  Alice reminded us that the Grange is a close partner, and that we are always 
welcome at their once a month events.  She also said they have” killer pot lucks” with 
all those farmers bringing yummy food.  You are welcome to attend those too.  They 
begin at 6 p.m. 
 
October 24th is the advanced WSU-MG advanced training in Whatcom County.  Some of 
our members are planning on attending, and will provide a report next month (will  
you?). 
 
Kris Bayas is on a three month leave, returning to the island January of 2014. In her 
stead, Pat Reveles will be acting coordinator.  
 
Program Binders: Pat plans to update the program binders during this time.  
 
Member Recertification: Pat will also oversee the recertification of our SJ members. This 
process requires a refiled form (Pat will send one to each island member) and viewing a 
child safety video entitled “Child First”, which can be accessed on line at 
http://universalvoltraining.wsu.edu/ (most of the class of 2013 viewed this during 
their training). Each member electing to remain active must complete 25 hours of 
service per year, with 8 hours being continuing education. The year is Jan to Jan.  
Interns (our class of 2013) must log 90 hours over a two year internship period. There is 
a background check requirement, which Pat will verify for you. All volunteers under 
the WSU flagship are required to follow these rules.  It sounds cumbersome, but most 
members are already in compliance.  Compliance has to do with Washington State L & I 
coverage should you be injured while performing MG duties, and general, national MG 
rules.  No worries.  
 
Continued Recertification discussion:  Bob urged that certification hours also include 
ten hours of “public content/client contact service.” This was the model used by King 
County, and he believes it best serves our mission of education. Jody suggested a 

separate meeting to discuss member participation levels and commitment. Pat added 
that we should hold that meeting after the recertification of members is completed.  
 
Cider Pressing on October 6th—the day was lovely, the apples sweet.  About 20 
members, families, and friends gathered at the Demo Garden for this fun, annual event. 
This year apples were gathered from the orchards used by the SJI Distillery, courtesy of 

http://universalvoltraining.wsu.edu/


Richard Anderson. Five bushels of Pippins were collected by our members for the 
pressing.  
 
Perennial Division is slated for October 12th. These divided plants will become the 
backbone of our Spring Plant Sale. If you cannot make the work party, plants can be left 
off at the Demo Garden at any time.  Please make sure your plants are potted, and 
correctly identified and labeled.  
 
Demo Garden Sign:  Bob is pursuing a sign for the Demo Garden that would hang in 
front of the Family Resources office on Market Street (where FRC sign currently hangs).  
 
Meeting Day and Time Survey:  Tori posted an online survey concerning meeting dates 
and time. There was a 48% response (25 of 48 members).  The second Tuesday of each 
month, at 12 noon, with brown bag lunch at the Mullis Center was the majority 
response. The driver seemed to be the opportunity to finish our meeting, and then join 
the San Juan Island Garden Club as their speakers present a program at 1 o’clock each 
month. Cost for the rental of the Mullis Center space for one year is approximately $200.   
It was decided to proceed with the library application for the second Wednesday of 
each month until a firm decision on this change is made.  Jody stated that it is very 
important to add an educational component to our meetings.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m. 
 
Cheerfully submitted, 
 
Linda Thompson 


