
SJI Master Gardeners Monthly Meeting 

February 12, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.  

@ the Library 

 

Present:  Kris B, Tori B-H, Lenore B, Diana B, Jody B, Judy C, Alice D, Kim G, Sandy J, Megan J, 

Karen K, Ervine M, Pat R, Kristen R, Earlene R, Theresa S, Linda T, Jane W, Kathleen Z. 

The meeting was called to order by Kris at 9:34 a.m.  

MG Blog: Dolly S, who created and maintains the Perennial Post, writes  the hardcopy 

newsletter, and maintains the online calendar has asked for  help with the calendar. She finds it 

a very time consuming part of the process. Judy C kindly volunteered to maintain the calendar. 

Dolly also wants members to know that newsletter items of interest are always welcome. Send 

them to Dolly. Email attachments are fine 

Speakers for Meetings: Kris suggested that we consider inviting speakers with seasonal 

interest topics to address the group every three months. Eliza Habegger of the SJI Land Bank 

would like to present a talk on wildflowers of the islands. She will be invited as our first 

speaker. Kris invites members to suggest possible speakers and topics you are interested in to 

her via email. 

Farmers Market Calendar: Our table will be manned beginning in April this market season. 

Marilyn requests that folks sign up for the April dates now and come prepared to speak to 

spring gardening questions. FM refresher training was offered Feb 12th and will be will be 

offered again after our March 12th meeting. Megan urged anyone who works at the market to 

come to the refreshers. 

Richard’s Plaque: Marilyn had the plaque designed, and funding up to $300 was approved. 

Tori, reporting for Fiona, announced that the currant is, indeed, the rarer white flowering form, 

as she took a cutting and forced a bloom. Our Fiona. This is excellent news, as it means the 

currant at the Demo Garden is one Eugene Kozloff gave Richard a cutting of many  years ago, 

and is a cultivar he particularly loved.  

Spring Plant Sale & Demo Garden Budget: Alice reported that the demo garden budget total 

for the 2014 growing year is $1900. The good news is that $285. was removed from the proposed 

budget because those dollars were covering liability insurance for any MG events, not just for 

the Demo Garden and its workers. That $285. will become a SJCMG Foundation budget line 

item from now on. Alice clarified that the monies made at the Spring Plant sale fund the Demo 

Garden’s budget. The Spring Plant sale budget is $685.  Judy C made a motion to pass the 

budgets as presented. It was seconded by Jody, and passed unanimously.  

Children’s Garden: Kristen presented a landscape drawing of the proposed garden site on the 

grounds of the Historical Museum located on Price Street. She and her committee (Judy, 

Theresa, Kris, Megan, and Robin) have made several site visits and brainstormed this project. 

Kristen made a presentation to the board of the society, which was enthusiastically received. 



One caveat is that a board member pointed out that a heavy duty truck may need to drive right 

through the proposed site several times over the next few years. If this is unavoidable, the 

garden will be a no go. It is hoped that an alternate delivery route can be found, as the one this 

gentleman referred to would not only destroy the garden as planned but likely damage the 

historical fruit trees nearby. Next a go ahead from the Historical Society, and a budget?? 

Fair Update: Pat R reports that the fair committee consists of nine volunteers representing three 

islands. Her initial plan is to have each island undertake a significant piece of the whole, 

spreading the work around. Maddie, the fair manager, told Pat the dogs (and all the noise their 

trainer generated) will not be present at fair 2014. She also assured Pat that the stage 

performances would not begin until after 4 p.m. This is good news for this year’s MG fair 

presentations. The fair theme is “Farmtastic Fun”. The committee has been awarded a SJCMG 

Foundation budget of $598.50, with $98.50 going to the space rental fee. Noxious Weeds will be 

our neighbor and partner at the Fair. WSU will generate new photo banners featuring MG 

members through time. This year the SJI Garden Club will not be responsible for the hardcopy 

fair premium book, as the SJ Journal has taken on that task. Many thanks to the garden club and 

especially our Dot V for making that much loved premium book live again. RIP Wilma. The 

committee has a planning meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2014. Pat will report on the 

committee’s progress at our March meeting. 

Paidea School Auction: Kris reported that the school is holding a silent auction fundraiser on 

March 1st, and inquired if we would like to donate something to the event. After some 

discussion, it was decided this would be another good way to get our name out to the 

community. Kris made a motion, and Jody seconded it to “give” a ticket to the Spring 

Workshop, as well as an in home consultation from one of our members to the school’s event. 

Though in favor of the idea, Lenore pointed out that we are a 501C 3 now and that the school is 

a private Christian enterprise. The motion passed unanimously. Jody volunteered to do the 

consultation. Two Soroptimists in the room then noted their fundraising event of March 15th. 

With a motion by Lenore and second by Kris, the same package will be given to the 

Soroptimist’s St. Patrick’s Day Extravaganza.  

Houseplants @ the Library: Sandy has been renovating and maintaining the Library’s 

houseplants for some months now. Discussion focused on  featuring the “benefits of 

houseplants”, adding an educational component to the caretaking project. Sandy will bring in 

some proposed ideas for information to be placed near the plants at our next meeting. 

Day & Time of Meetings: the group revisited the idea of changing the day and time of our 

monthly meetings in hopes of shaking things up a bit, allowing for more members to attend, 

etc. Diana mentioned that we don’t have to follow a strict same day, same time format. Tori 

created an on line “Doodle” survey to assess best times. Tuesday lunch, Tuesday early 

afternoon, and Wednesday late morning received the most commonality. Alice pointed out that 

the Demo Garden crew cannot attend on Wednesday afternoons due to their commitment to the 

Food Bank at that time. Tori suggested a first Tuesday of the month luncheon meeting at the 

Mullis Center, from 12 – 1 p.m., with the option of staying for the already scheduled speakers 

the SJI Garden Club presents to their membership at one o’clock. Tori will check on Mullis 



room costs. Kris will see if the library has open spots monthly. It was pointed out that the 

library is a lovely, free room. If a cost is incurred, it would come from SJI MG funds.  

Lastly, Annie McDowell Adams of Funk and Junk antiques, and a town of Friday Harbor 

booster, came to tell us of her plan to expand the memorial bench project to memorial planters. 

To date, over a hundred benches have been installed. The project would offer families the 

opportunity to pay a set fee for the installation and maintenance of large planters that would 

feature memorial plaques. These would be installed at different spots around town. Annie said 

the town is 100% behind the idea, and that town manager Duncan Wilson implemented a 

similar project in North Bend when he was manager there. Annie would like to hear your 

thoughts, ideas, foreseen problems and solutions. You can find her at her store on Nichols Street 

Wed. thru Saturdays. 

 

Minutes cheerfully submitted, 

Linda Thompson 

February 14, 2014 

 

 

 

 


