
 SJI Master Gardeners Meeting 

Wednesday, May 14, 2014, 9:30 a.m 

@ the Library 

 

Present:  Tori B-H, Jody B, Judy C, Alice D, Marilyn K, Karen K, Susan M,  

Pat R, Kristen R, Maria S, Teresa S, Linda T. Meeting chaired by Kris B 

 

Meeting called to order t 9:38 a.m. 

Old Business:  

Richard’s memorial plaque has been ordered, Marilyn reported. The plaque will be placed on 

an appropriately sized stone. A workparty will be organized to clean up the area just 

outside the Demo Garden gate where the red flowering currant resides, and where the 

stone will be placed.  

Native Plant Sale-the financial tally for the sale will be reported next month. Jane and Kris are 

already working on the brokered (purchased) plants for the 2015 sale. Kevin Hillstrom 

did a historical analysis of plants sold and will add the 2014 sale numbers to this 

document. Kristen R volunteered to work with Kris and Jane. Karen suggested that left 

over items from the NPS could be potted up and sold at the Spring Garden sale.  

Spring Gardening Workshop review-92 attendees-the most ever. Accolades all around. Jody 

noted that Diana Brooks’ extensive work on publicity made the day. The only negative 

comments noted on attendees’ evaluations were that there were “too many” tantalizing 

breakout sessions to choose from. Applause for our Dolly, who raised $1350. from local 

businesses. The raffle brought in approximately $520. with some costs still to be 

reimbursed. Pegi Groundwater will have the final numbers. This year our three winners 

were happy Master Gardeners. A debriefing meeting is planned for Friday, May 30th at 

11:30 at Skagit Community College.   

New Business: 

 Spring Plant Sale Report-Alice reported a gross of $3415. with net to be calculated. 

Thanks to Megan for the concept of a Plant Sale Team. Many new ideas were generated 

and the sale, from seeds planted to four inch pots sold, ran smoothly and cohesively. 

Thanks to Lenore for the publicity, and to Teddy D for the banner and posters. Thank 

you to Sandy J who created spreadsheet of plants’ individual requirements, taste, 

growing conditions etc. Marilyn managed the cashiers, who all scooped the dollars in. It 

was also noted that the “trench planting “ of tomatoes demo was a very popular 

addition to the morning. Karen offered to pot up the left over NPS trees and care for 

them until next year’s Spring sale. Thank you, Miss Karen. 

 Farmers Market-Calendar for the rest of the season is online and available in hardcopy 

at our monthly meetings. Please sign up. 

 San Juan County Fair Committee-Pat R noted it is three months to “Farmtastic at 

the Fair”. She also reported that the fairgrounds go to guy, Shel, is retiring, as of June 

1st,  and that the recently hired fair manager has resigned her position. Shel agreed to 



help with some of the preneeds for our space before he departs. The Agriculture group 

is moving closer to our space, and Candace of the WSU-Ext office has offered to host 

our educational speakers within this space. Sandy J and Kate Y are managing our 

presenters, with a goal of three Master Gardeners volunteering to present per fair day. 

Sandy and Kate will recruit our speakers, and then pass the scheduling off to Candace. 

You will recall, last year’s demonstrations were very well received by the fair going 

public. 

 Décor for the MG space will focus on scarecrows and farm toys. A  scarecrow making 

gathering is planned for July 12th at the Fairgrounds. Start collecting your scarecrow’s 

wardrobe today. To help the creative and fundamental juices flow, Liz P has found us a 

scarecrow making coach. Chris Nelson will teach the basics and tricks to any of us who 

can attend on a date to be set, prior to the July 12th gathering. Those who attend his 

coaching session will then serve as mentors and coaches to the group at large on July 

12th. Nifty.  

 Maria S reported that the fair board is concerned about the drop in premium entries. 

To that end, a pre-fair workshop for children and families is planned, encouraging them 

to make animal critters and family gardens for fair entry. The Boy Scouts are lead on 

this idea, with our Vickie H helping out. Donated vegetables are needed for critter 

making.  

Garden Tour-is scheduled for Saturday, June 14th, featuring three gardens this year. 

Many of you have already signed up to be docents. Pat R will do photography for the 

event, and create a thank you memento album for our garden owners.  

MG FOUNDATION-Thursday, June 5th is the general membership meeting. All 

foundation members are invited. Check with Kris if you are unsure of your status as a 

foundation member. Officers and board members will be elected. FYI-the foundation 

serves as the fundraising arm of the San Juan County Master Gardeners, and has 

applied for 501c3 status with the IRS. Jody passed out a useful explanation sheet of 

how the foundation operates, why it exists, and its history. If you would like to have a 

copy, email Jody at davisj@u.washington.edu. The MGF’s next regular meeting will be 

held  July 8th (2nd Tuesday is regular meeting day) on Orcas Island. Please note, all MG 

are eligible to become MGF members, but you must file a MGF application form to 

become a member. Only Foundation members receive Foundation information.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 

 

Minutes cheerfully submitted by, 

 Linda Thompson 

 May 24, 2014 

 

mailto:davisj@u.washington.edu

